each of said side surfaces having an ipset spanning 
from said block top surface to said blocit bottom surface, 

said block top surface comprising a protrusion [one or 
more protrusions] positioned adj^fent said first and second 



insets [inset] on sai 

said block bac 
legs, said first leg ex 
back surface beyond 
surface and said sje 
wall] back surface 



bl 



surf a 



p surface, and 
comprising first and second 
nding from said block [the wall] 
plane oy said block first side 
lea extending from said block [the 
he plane of said block second 




side surface^/ wherein said first and second legs include 
front surfaces which angle towards said block front surface 
as said >front surfaces extend away from said block back 



surface , 
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6. (Once Amended) [The block of claim 1] 
composite masonry block comprising a front surface and a back 




surface adjoined by first and second sicjg surfaces, a top surface 
and a bottom surface each lying adjacent said front, back, and 



first and second side surf 



each of said sid' 



from said block top ,sur 




s having an inset spanning 



said block bottom surface, 



said block 



surface comprising at least one 



protrusion positioned adjacent said first and second insets 



on said block top surface, 



• 



said block back surface comprising first and seconc 
legs, said first leg extending from said block back surface 
beyond the plane of said block first side surface ay^d said^ 
second leg extending from said block back surf ace^beyond the 
plane of said block second side surface, wherej^n said first 

r 

and second legs include front surfaces whiclz angle towards 
said block front surface as said front surfaces extend away 
from said block back surface, and 

wherein said/blocK \protrusion [protrusions] comprises 
first and second/ oblong sections Jsetween which is positioned 



a joining secti 



:>n, said joining section having a narrower 



width than eithfer of said fyrst and second oblong sections. 

7. (Once Amendled) Th^/block cyE claim 2 [8] wherein said 
insets extend from apout V inch tq/4 inches into the center 
portion of the block 

8. (Once Amended) A retaining wall structure, said 
retaining wall st^ructurfe— (Comprising one or more courses, each of 
said courses comprising one or more composite masonry blocks, 
each of said /composite masonry blocks comprising a front surface 
and a back /surf ace adjoined by first and second side surfaces, a 
top surface and a bottom surface each lying adjacent said front, 
back an/! first and second side surfaces, 

each of said side surfaces having an inset spanning 
fxofft— s^lct block top surface to said Plock bOLLOiu yuxfaee-r— _ 
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said block top surface comprising a protrusioi 
positioned adjacent said first and second insets/ [ inset] on 
said block top surface, 

said block back surface comprising fy£st and second 
legs, said first leg [legs] extending £fom said block [the 
wall] back surface beypRch the plane/of said block first side 
surface and said second log exteFtcJing from said block [the 
wall] back surfagfe beyond the/plane of said block second 
side surface wherein said yfirst and second legs include 



front surfaces 



yhich 



as said front s 



irfac 



_e towards saj-d block front surface 
extend away from said block back 



surface . 



9. (Once Amended) The retaining structure of claim 8 
wherein said ^structure comprises at least two courses wherein the 
blocks of #aid upper course comprise insets which are seated on 
the protrusions of the blocks [block] of said lower course. 



21. (Once Amended) A method of building >a retaining 



structure, said structure comp 
of said courses comprising o: 
each of said blocks compris 
adjoined by first and secon< 
bottom surface each lying aj 
second side surfaces, e 




t two courses, each 
bmposite masonry blocks, 
surface and a back surface 
top surface and a 
Iront, back and first and 
surfaces having an inset 



extending inward f rojn said side surface and spanning from said 
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block top surface to said block bottom surface, and said block 
top surface comprising at least one protrusion positioned 
adjacent said first and second insets on said block top /surface 
for mating with an inset on another block, wherein th£ blocks of 
said upper course are smaller in 4^jiension when measured from 
said front surface to said back ^urfkce than the y&locks of said 
lower course, said method comprising the step $/f laying each of 
said courses to form said retaining structure 



Please add the following new claims: 



--22. The block of cxlaim 1, wherein said block upper 
surface comprises a second protrusipfi, and wherein each 
protrusion is shaped to feeat withdm the insets of adjacently 
positioned similarly configured /mocks . 



23 . The block of c: 
the center portion of tt 



lain/ 2, wherein said insets extend into 
e yfolockyin a direction generally parallel 
to said block front surf>ace / ^&nd wherein said protrusion is 
interposed on said blo/k top surface between said insets. 



24. The bloc# of claim 1, wherein each inset extends inward 
from said respective block side surface, and wherein each 
protrusion functions by mating with an inset on a second, 
similarly configured block. 
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25. The block of claim 1, wherein the area of each insist 
adjacent said block bottom surface is larger than the are/ of 
said protrusion. 

26. The block of claim 1, wherein said protrusion is kidney 
shaped . 

27. The block of claim 1, wherein sa.y& block back surface 
has substantially the same widtha^s \ said /block front surface such 
that two of said blocks m^y be placed Adjacent to one another to 
define an opening therel^fetween bounced by adjacent legs and side 
surfaces on said two bYocks , 



28. The structure of claim 8, wherein said block upper 
surface, comprises a seconcyprotruq^on, and wherein each 
protrusion is shaped to /seat within the insets of adjacently 
positioned similarly czoi^f ignited blocks. 



29. The structure of claim 8, wherein each inset extends 
inward from saicr respective block side surface. 

30. The structure of claim 29, wherein said insets extend 
inward from about 1 inch to 4 inches . 



31./ The structure of claim 28, wherein said insets extend 
inward £ja<3^direction generally parallel to said block front™ 
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surface, and wherein said protrusion is interposed on said block 
top surface between said insets . 

32. The structM^e~~o^\cIaim 8/ wherein the area of each 
inset adjacent saixi block boVVopf surf ace is larger than the area 
of said protrusjjon. 

33. The slructure/of claim 8, wherein said protrusion is 
kidney shaped. \ / S 

34. The fif/nrtnrW>f rJ^Xm ft r wherein said block back 
surface has substantially the same width as said block front 
surface sucja that two of said blocks may be placed adjacent to 
one another to def ine^aa-opghing therebetweerr-foe**nded by^adjacent 
legs an<^s^^— aurfaees— on— s-arid— two -blocks 

■ — " Remarks ^ ■ 

This Amendment and Response is being submitted in reply to 
the Office Action June 16, 1994. A one month request for an 
extention of time is being submitted concurrently herewith. 
Therefore, the period for response has been extended up to and 
includes October 17, 1994 (as the four month date, October 16, 
1994, falls on a Sunday) . Reconsideration and allowance of all 
pending claims by the Examiner is respectfully requested. 

In the subject Office Action, the Examiner provisionally 
rejected claims 1-5 and 8-15 under the judicially created 
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